Management of anesthesia in the foal.
Several unique pharmacologic and physiologic factors must be considered when attempting to anesthetize premature or neonatal foals. Juvenile foals are similar to adults in their physiology and metabolism. Anesthetic drug and protocol selection should reflect the differences between these two age groups. Neonates are best anesthetized using an inhalation technique, whereas older foals can be safely anesthetized with either parenteral or inhalation anesthetic agents. Careful monitoring is absolutely essential when anesthetizing foals. The clinician should plan to routinely administer fluids and measure electrolyte levels. A basic plan and knowledge of the methods and agents used to treat hypovolemia, severe cardiopulmonary collapse, and life-threatening arrhythmias can result in survival of many critically ill foals.